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MN: Welcome. The date today is August 11 and I am interviewing Saro today. She is
in Pakistan and I am sitting in America currently and we are conducting this
interview through Whatsapp. First of all, thank you so much Saro for taking the time
out for this interview. Would you introduce yourself a little bit and tell us a little bit
about yourself?
0:32
S: Yes. My name is Saro and I am a transgender woman. In Pakistan, I work for
transgender rights within a community-based organization called Khuwaja-Sira
Society which works for health and unity empowerment for the transgenders.
0:53
MN: So would you tell a little bit about your childhood and how that has shaped
who you are and brought you to where you are today?
1:09
S: My childhood was a broken childhood because of me being different obviously. I
faced bullying, harassment and sexual abuse within school so my childhood was
shattered and it was a time when I used to think that I was the only person who was
different in the entire world. I did not know that there were other transgenders like
me too.
1:54
MN: Yes of course. I can understand how your childhood went based upon the




MN: For you in your life, when was the time when you first realized and had an
awareness about your transgender identity?
2:27
S: It was prevalent during my childhood because I used to like girly things such as
wearing makeup, wearing feminine clothes and playing with dolls. I also understood
that I was different from everyone else but as you are growing up, you start to
realize about your gender and the expectations that come with being a certain
gender and acting a certain way according to your gender.
2:59




MN: And when they first found out about your transgender identity or you told
them for the first time, what was their initial reaction?
3:19
S: Umm, family acceptance has not been granted to me fully. When it comes to my
close family, they are able to accept me in some way but when it comes to my
extended family, especially within a combined family system, getting acceptance is
really challenging. Therefore, I have not been given 100% acceptance yet.
3:47
MN: So according to you, why is there such a stigma attached to a transgender
identity and why do people feel uncomfortable with this when it comes in
conversations in Pakistan specifically?
4:06
S: Actually the problem is that we accept transgenders in Pakistan at a macro-level,
like the government has and there are laws made as well. However, the change has
not been made at a micro-level, like people’s mindsets have not changed. An
ordinary person today will be able to accept that there is a transgender living in his
neighborhood, however, he will not be able to accept if a transgender is within his
own family. Therefore, this is a diplomatic behavior of the Pakistani society which is
a dilemma and due to the lack of family acceptance, there are many problems
which a transgender has to face.
5:00
MN: Yes definitely. As you have spoken about the lack of acceptance within an
extended family when it comes to a person’s transgender indentity, in relation to
this, there are many close-knit families and communities in Pakistan. In one house,
there are many people living such as paternal aunts and uncles, cousins, and other
people etc. which is very common. Due to such a family structure, in your opinion,
how can it have an influence on a transgender child growing up within such an
environment?
5:48
S: Umm, in the majority of the cases, most of the transgenders leave their homes at
a very early age. They go to their gurus and the dheera system which can both be
good and bad.
6:13
MN: Yes. So to make the audience who are listening better understand, why can
this be good and bad?
6:23
S: Uh, it is good in the sense that if you look, the Khuwaja-Sira culture in South-Asia
is very strong. The rights and the progress being made is on the basis of this
Khuwaja-Sira culture. Therefore, there are some good people involved in this.
However, there are also bad people involved who redirect the transgender children
who come to them to sex work, begging, and dancing. These people do not work on
the education attainment and skill building of the transgender children who come
to them for help.
7:01
MN: Yes. So, living in Pakistan as a transgeder woman like yourself and being
involved within the transgender community, what are the expereinces you would
like to tell the audience that might be different for someone else who is a
transgender and living in a different country?
7:39
S: Look honestly speaking, Pakistan is not a bad place to live for transgenders. In
fact, Pakistan is among the few Muslim countries who has passed a law for
transgenders and as a result, gave them liberation for their transgender identity.
There is also a quota included for transgenders within government jobs, stipends
being provided, work being done on their welfare and policies being developed for
them. However, the problem lies within the transgender community itself. They do
not want to change and want to stay in set practices in which they can earn easy
money, such as sex work and begging which hinders their growth and
development. Here, we cannot only blame the government and the society as it is a
two-way process, and until the right process is not used for growth, change cannot
come.
8:39
MN: Mhm, right. On the same note, like you have mentioned that the Pakistani
government has done a lot for the transgender community, according to you, are
there also certain things which the government has not done yet for the
transgender people and should do it now?
9:03
S: In my opinion, I think the government should insure that a family will not disown
their transgender child and there should be a proper law or legislation that
prevents parents from kicking their transgender children out because your house is
the safest place for you. When your house is snatched away from you, then you are
more prone to get exposed to many human rights violations.
9:32





MN: So these were all the questions I had for you. Is there anything else you would
like to share or talk about something else I did not ask?
9:58
S: Just overall, if you look at the past five years, there have been many positive
changes and growth and development for transgenders. I am also very hopeful that
in the future there will be more but the problems won’t be solved until family
acceptance is prominent. Family acceptance is the first step which is very important
for community’s support. As for the rest, Pakistan is a very pro-transgender
country. There is protection here and there are institutions which support you.
When it comes to education, universities are starting to include transgender people
and are giving out scholarships. For the elderly transgenders, monthly stipends are
being provided by the government and there is also a job quota for them. The
visibility of transgenders has increased as well in the form of print media and
electronic media. Therefore, many positive changes have been made but it all
comes down to changing one’s own behavior. Until transgenders are willing to
change their own lives and have the willingness to live as respectable citizens and
earn money in a respectful manner, dignity and self-respect for them cannot be
maintained. They need to bring about change themselves and along with this,
family acceptance is very important. Both of these are able to improve things
further in a Pakistani society.
11:34
MN: Yes absolutely. Thank you so much again for taking the time out to do this
interview and talk with me.
11:46
S: No problem, no problem.
11:48
MN: And you take care of yourself and InshAllah will be talking to you. Thank you so
much.
11:54
S: Okay. Thank you. Allah Hafiz.
(End of Interview)
